Open Fabrics Annual General Board Meeting notes 5/21/07
Note: there was some problem with the mailing list so only a few of you seem to have gotten the reminder for this meeting. I’m working to figure out what the problem is so this doesn’t happen again. I apologize for the influence of that in our poor participation.

Promoters: Intel: Jim, HP: Steve L, Sun: David, Voltaire: Asaf, NetApp: Dave, Neterion: Leonid, System Fabric Works: Bill, QLogic: Johann and IBM: Chet
Other Attendees: QLogic: Usha
Summary, decisions and actions required

· Our bank balance is about $95K. We expect to make about $30K from the Sonoma workshop
· LWG reports bylaws are still in process within Oracle and IBM

· MWG will initiate some work on our web site to make it more conducive to the workings of an open community development effort. Volunteers are needed to provide expertise and insights, especially developers. The MWG also reported the development of a quarterly newsletter drawing from the activities of all working groups again, including importantly technical activities. That is, this should not be a marketing fluff piece.

· UWG: Credit Suisse has now joined OFA and a press release came out announcing that

· IWG: results from the last interop event are in process, and new steps will be taken to time interop events relative to OFED releases to be sure the latest is available for use.

· XWG: next month will be the first time this group meets, drawing from all the other standing working groups

· A discussion of FCoCEE will be scheduled and communicated to board members so we can participate
Agenda:

· Check to see if we have a quorum

· Treasurer’s report

· Working group reports

· Ops support

· Opens:

1. SDP

2. Problems with presentations captured on web site

3. Converged/enhanced Ethernet

· Adjourn

Detailed Discussion:
· Check to see if we have a quorum

· Treasurer’s report

1. Current balance is $190K, but it’ll be $95K after pending expenses are paid

2. We don’t have a full reconciliation from Sonoma yet – expected soon

3. Expect to make about $30K from Sonoma workshop
4. Most members have paid their dues by now – in contact with those who haven’t paid yet. More detailed report at next board meeting.

· Working group reports

1. LWG: 
· Still working with Oracle re bylaws issues. 
· Starting work on a contribution agreement. 
· Chet reports bylaws are in legal review within IBM
2. MWG: 
· Lots of discussion about the web site. 
· Resolved that we need to improve it. We will appoint a task force to provide critical guidance. Should include developers, IWG, marketing people and so on. Throughout the alliance, not just MWG. Jim to send call for participation

· Our web site looks very different from other open source communities – we should evolve ours to take advantage of their design insights

· Asking member companies to promote OFA at trade shows in which they participate. Need to request materials from the MWG for this purpose

· Proposing a newsletter drawing input from all WGs to be written by the MWG and produced quarterly
3. UWG: 
· Credit Suisse joining OFA has been announced

· Asaf will send notes re OFA event in Germany and some insights/recommendations coming out of that
4. IWG: 
· Pulling together results from last interop event. Fairly involved process, expect to have something in next few weeks.

· Trying to understand how to structure interop events. Had planned to use a newer stack from OFED but it was delayed. Probably delay a bit more to ensure can use latest release. Now looking at Sept/Oct

5. We will segue into new meeting sequence, alternating board and XWG meetings

· Ops support

1. Recall this was agreed to and budgeted at the annual general meeting

2. Thad reported separately he’s investigating this with Split Rock. If no answer in a week or so, he’ll investigate other solutions

3. Any of you are welcome to recommend candidate companies

· Opens:

1. SDP? Arkady is pursuing. DaveF will follow-up

2. Chet compiled a list of problems with presentations captured on web site. Asking for more reports. Chet will send report to Bill

3. Converged/enhanced Ethernet: 
· Bill sent an email to several individuals citing a presentation from Scott Carlson and Renato Recio of IBM regarding a “Call for investigation of a Fibre Channel over CEE (FCoCEE) standard”. It can be found at the following URL: http://www.t11.org/ftp/t11/pub/fc/bb-4/07-181v1.pdf
· Bill asked whether OFA should develop a response.
· There was one email response from Dave Ford to this email group: LAN, storage and IPC already works over RDMA today via OFA. And it's wire independent - works over IB or Ethernet. We do need a better management story with respect to Ethernet and IP though. That's where we could lose out to DCE and FCoE. We should focus on the management issues of convergence, not how FC frames are tunneled. IMO, I don't see FCoE winning the day against iSCSI & 10G Ethernet
· There was a second email response from Carl Hensler of Sun to this email group: I don't see why we should.  There are no RDMA-specific issues here.   

· The Board agreed we should initiate dialog with the proponents for FCoE, DCE and so on. Chet knows Renato and will arrange a discussion of interested parties.
· Adjourn
